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Appendix A: Questions and Answers- Updated March 18, 2022 
The following questions and answers relate to various topics important to dyslexia and related disorders. 

Federal Law and Students with Dyslexia and Related Disorders 

1. What referral process is followed for the evaluation/identification of dyslexia?

Dyslexia is a specific learning disability. Therefore, the evaluation/identification of dyslexia is treated the same way as other 
IDEA eligible disability categories in terms of the referral process. Anytime the LEA suspects or has reason to suspect that a 
student has dyslexia or a related disorder, and needs services, the LEA must seek parental consent for a full individual and 
initial evaluation (FIIE) under the IDEA.  

2. Why must LEAs follow procedures for evaluation under IDEA?

Along with state and local requirements to screen and identify students who may be at risk for dyslexia, there are also 
overarching federal laws and regulations to identify students with disabilities, commonly referred to as Child Find. Child Find 
is a provision in the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), a federal law that requires the state to have policies 
and procedures in place to ensure that every student in the state who needs special education and related services is 
located, identified, and evaluated. The purpose of the IDEA is to ensure that students with disabilities are offered a free and 
appropriate public education (20 U.S.C. §1400(d); 34 C.F.R. §300.1). Because a student suspected of having dyslexia may be a 
student with a disability under the IDEA, the Child Find mandate includes these students. Therefore, when referring and 
evaluating students suspected of having dyslexia, LEAs must follow procedures for conducting a full individual and initial 
evaluation (FIIE) under the IDEA.  

3. What dispute resolution mechanisms are available to parents/guardians who may not agree with the
decisions made by a school district or open-enrollment charter school under IDEA and /or Section 504?

TEA offers multiple processes for resolving disputes related to special education: individualized education program 
facilitation (FIEP), mediation, special education complaints, and due process hearings. To learn about these options visit 
TEA’s 24TU

https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/special-education/dispute-resolution/special-education-dispute-resolution-processes
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/special-education/dispute-resolution/special-education-dispute-resolution-processes
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/index.html
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/index.html
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student’s needs. Parental notification is required when a student receives assistance from the school district for learning 
difficulties, including intervention strategies that the school district provides the child. Please refer to 24TSB 1153- Frequently 
Asked Questions for more information.24T 

Relationship of Texas State Laws, Rules, and Procedures to Dyslexia 

5. What are the responsibilities of a school district or open-enrollment charter school in implementing the
state dyslexia laws?

School districts and open-enrollment charter schools are required to provide every student who has dyslexia or a related 
disorder with access to each program under which the student qualifies for services. Every school district and charter school 
must collect pertinent data for any student suspected of having dyslexia or a related disorder. (See Chapter III: Procedures 
for the Evaluation and Identification of Students with Dyslexia.) The evaluation and identification process for students 
suspected of having dyslexia is guided by the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). Each school must provide 
each identified student access at his/her campus to instructional programs as required by subsection (e) of 19 TAC §74.28 
and to the services of an interventionist trained in dyslexia and related disorders. The school district or charter school may, 
with the approval of each student’s parents/guardians, offer additional services at a centralized location. Such centralized 
services shall not preclude each student from receiving services at his/her campus. Additional detail regarding requirements 
for implementation of state dyslexia law is included in 19 TAC §74.28. 

If parents/guardians receive evaluation information related to their child’s reading difficulties from a private individual or 
entity, the school district or open-enrollment charter school must consider the information provided by the parent/guardian. 

https://tea.texas.gov/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=2147500270
https://tea.texas.gov/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=2147500270
https://tea.texas.gov/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=2147500270
https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/contact-us/complaints/tea-complaints-management
https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/contact-us/complaints/tea-complaints-management
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8. What monies may be used to support the dyslexia program?

S

https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/dyslexia-and-related-disorders
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/dyslexia-and-related-disorders
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that includes individuals with specific knowledge and training regarding the reading process, dyslexia, dyslexia instruction, 
the Dyslexia Handbook, and state and federal evaluation requirements is necessary. When a student is identified with 
dyslexia using the process outlined in chapter three of the Dyslexia Handbook, the student meets the first prong of eligibility 

https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/dyslexia_coding_instructional_arrangement_7-2022.pdf
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftea.texas.gov%2Fmedia%2Fdocument%2F323116&data=04%7C01%7CDeanna.Clemens%40tea.texas.gov%7C9e2ee43d648b44b3a0e208da084582e6%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C0%7C637831391877555807%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=lbL65963c9c1b8ReDtNzdWZAnqCf6x1BPnsv5DzPSzY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftea.texas.gov%2Fmedia%2Fdocument%2F323116&data=04%7C01%7CDeanna.Clemens%40tea.texas.gov%7C9e2ee43d648b44b3a0e208da084582e6%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C0%7C637831391877555807%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=lbL65963c9c1b8ReDtNzdWZAnqCf6x1BPnsv5DzPSzY%3D&reserved=0
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TEC §28.006 requires school districts or open-enrollment charter schools to administer a reading instrument at the 
kindergarten first-grade, and second-



https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/special-education/programs-and-services/state-guidance/guidance-on-parentally-placed-private-school-children-with-disabilities
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/special-education/programs-and-services/state-guidance/guidance-on-parentally-placed-private-school-children-with-disabilities
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/special-education/programs-and-services/state-guidance/guidance-on-parentally-placed-private-school-children-with-disabilities
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miscues for diagnosis as well as inform instructional planning.  
 
 

26. Must a full-scale intelligence test be administered in the identification process for dyslexia? 
 
No. The most current definition of dyslexia from the International Dyslexia Association (IDA) indicates that the difficulties the 
student exhibits in reading should be unexpected in relation to the student’s other cognitive abilities and the provision of 
effective classroom instruction. Examples of other cognitive abilities that could be age-appropriate in relation to unexpected 
reading difficulties might include the student’s oral language skills, problem-solving and reasoning skills, ability to learn in the 
absence of print, or strong math skills in comparison to reading skills. 
 
IDEA requires school districts and charter schools to use a variety of assessment tools and strategies to gather relevant, 
functional, developmental and academic information including information provided by the parent. Evaluation must assess 
all areas related to the student’s suspected disability. 
 
Section 504 requires the evaluation to draw upon information from a variety of sources including aptitude and achievement 
tests, teacher recommendations, physical conditions, social or cultural background and adaptive behaviors. 
 
27. If a student is already receiving special education services for one particular area of need (e.g., speech) and 

the student is suspected to have dyslexia or a related disorder, does the ARD committee need to convene to 
recommend that the student be evaluated for dyslexia and related disorders? 

 
Yes. For any student receiving special education services, including a student receiving speech services, the ARD committee 
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https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTExMzAuNDk1MjQ5ODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3RlYS50ZXhhcy5nb3Yvc2l0ZXMvZGVmYXVsdC9maWxlcy90eF90YV9yZXNwb25zZV9yZXF1ZXN0LTExLTEyLTIwMjEucGRmIn0.4caYZbtfZiFdwRFJwXttJhQBP2WgyUQtGuzkBaIZPSA/s/742507972/br/121893033643-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTExMzAuNDk1MjQ5ODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3RlYS50ZXhhcy5nb3Yvc2l0ZXMvZGVmYXVsdC9maWxlcy90eF90YV9yZXNwb25zZV9yZXF1ZXN0LTExLTEyLTIwMjEucGRmIn0.4caYZbtfZiFdwRFJwXttJhQBP2WgyUQtGuzkBaIZPSA/s/742507972/br/121893033643-l
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special education personnel must be involved in the implementation of the student’s individual education program (IEP) 
through the provision of direct, indirect, and/or support services to the student and/or the student’s regular classroom 
teacher(s) for any educational service or program implemented for that student in accordance with his or her IEP. A provider 
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Accommodations for students with disabilities are intended to provide students effective and equitable access to grade-level 
or course curriculum and assessments. It is important to remember that accommodations that are effective in classroom 
instruction may not be appropriate or allowed for use on a state assessment. 
 
For more information, see the Instructional Accommodations for Students with Disabilities section in Chapter IV, 
Accommodations for Students with Disabilities available at 24Thttps://dyslexiaida.org/accommodations-for-students-with-
dyslexia/, 24Tand Accommodation Resources at 24Thttps://tea.texas.gov/accommodations/.24T 
 

 
45. What data will support the need for instructional and test-related accommodations for students with 

dyslexia? 
 
Educators should collect and analyze data pertaining to the need for instructional and test-related accommodations for 
students with dyslexia that will support educational decisions made by the ARD or Section 504 committee. Data should 
include multiple sources, formal and informal, provided by parents/guardians, teachers, and/or others knowledgeable of the 

https://dyslexiaida.org/accommodations-for-students-with-dyslexia/
https://dyslexiaida.org/accommodations-for-students-with-dyslexia/
https://dyslexiaida.org/accommodations-for-students-with-dyslexia/
https://tea.texas.gov/accommodations/
https://tea.texas.gov/accommodations/
https://www.region10.org/programs/dyslexia/techplan/
https://www.region10.org/programs/dyslexia/techplan/
https://tea.texas.gov/accommodations/
https://tea.texas.gov/accommodations/
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